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Picture rosy for area simulation companies
Study shows that business
should boom for companies
along Interstate 4 corridor

T

he 1-4 corridor — the dominant region in the
U.S. for development of modeling, simulation
and training technologies — will capture an
even larger share of the industry's business over
the next five years, a UCF-commissioned market
analysis predicts.

The study, conducted by the consulting firm of
Frost & Sullivan as part of the corridor economic
development partnership formed by UCF and the
University of South Florida, shows that companies
located from Tampa to Daytona Beach corralled
25.5 percent of the $3.3 billion in U.S. simulation
industry revenues in 1997. That share is expected to
increase to 28.6 percent by the year 2003 as
booming commercial businesses replace slowergrowing military work as the main revenue source.
The data show that corridor firms relied on

military customers for 57.3 percent of their total
modeling, simulation and training business in 1997.
This is projected to drop to 40.1 percent in 2003 as
the commercial share jumps from 42.7 to 59.9
percent during the next five years. The total U.S.
market, somewhat less reliant on the military
sector, will experience a similar shift. Over the
1997-2003 period, the report says, the national
military sector share of 45.6 percent will decline to

Please see INTERSTATE 4, page 2

Looking
back on
the year
that was
T

here was a record donation,
football glory, amazing
discoveries and busting-at-theseams enrollment growth. The
invention of a device that could
revolutionize the computer chip
shared the spotlight with a parking
garage. Scandal chased a football
coach out of his job. And new
buildings popped up all over campus.
It was 1998.
Glance back and you'll see one of
the most prosperous years in the
school's 35-year history. Not all was
good, of course. But, overall, the last
12 months might just be the best
stretch ever for UCF.
UCF captured the nation's
attention more than once in 1998. In
spring, Yahoo! magazine declared
UCF the 26th "most wired" university
or college in the country, based on
access to the Internet. UCF
researchers developed a laser light
source that could make microchips
smaller and more powerful and
discovered the probable cause of
Crohn's disease. And quarterback
Daunte Culpepper and his Golden
Knights teammates were media
darlings.

Please see 1998, page 5

Happy holidays
took its holiday cheer into the community for the 46th annual
Parade on Saturday, Dec, 5.

2,360 grads have reason to be jolly
Commencement will
bring UCF degrees
awarded to 96,000+

T

he holiday season hits a high
point Saturday, Dec. 19, for
2,360 UCF students expected to
graduate.

Among the graduates are a 79year-old who finally finished the
college work he began more than 50
years ago and a whiz who completed
his four-year degree in two years and
one semester.
Because of the large number of
graduates, four commencement
ceremonies will be held in the UCF

Arena. Ceremonies are 8 a.m. for the
College of Arts and Sciences
ceremony, 11:30 a.m. for the
Education and Engineering colleges, 3
p.m. for the College of Health and
Public Affairs, and 6:30 p.m. for the

Please see
COMMENCEMENT page 3
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ETC., ETC.
Memo
To: Faculty
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject: Exclusive off-campus "coursepacks" reminder
Based upon a student inquiry, Janet Balanoff, director for Equal Opportunity
and Affirmative Action, completed a study on the impact of exclusive rights for
"coursepacks" that have been granted to off-campus sources. The issue
concerns students with disabilities and veterans who are negatively impacted
by not having the educational materials available on campus.
According to Balanoff's analysis, there is discrimination against a protected
class caused by the exclusive rights approach. She recommended that a ruling
be made that all materials recommended or required for purchase by students
must be made available through the campus outlets as well as others selected
by faculty.
Because of this legal requirement, it is essential that all faculty supply
one copy of all coursepacks or materials to the University Bookstore or
Computer Store, as appropriate, at least two weeks before the start of
classes. These agencies will then reproduce the materials and make them
available for any student desiring them. This policy has been discussed
with the deans of the colleges and approved by them. I appreciate your
cooperation in this matter.
To: Faculty, A&P, USPS employees
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost, and William Merck, Administration and
Finance
Subject: Staffing during the holidays
University offices may not officially close during the period of time between
the Christmas Day and New Year's Day holidays or at any other time during
the year. Only the president has authority to close part or all of the university,
and that is done only because of an extreme emergency, such as severe
weather conditions due to a hurricane that would pose a threat to employees
and students.
An office may be unstaffed only if previous arrangements have been made
to ensure coverage of the office during regular university hours, such as
forwarding telephone calls so that a response can be made to a caller needing
assistance or information from that office and a note left on the door indicating %
where someone may go to seek assistance normally obtained from that office.
A voice mail message indicating that a telephone call will be returned in a
week or two is not acceptable. An electronic mail message sent to the general
distribution indicating that the office is closed is inappropriate and should not
be sent.
If an employee on a 12-month contract is not available during all or part of
the holiday time period, he or she must take annual leave. Taking approved
annual leave during the holidays is encouraged, but that does not imply that
offices may be closed.
If you have any questions regarding this memo, please contact your dean's
office or either one of our offices.
To: Faculty and staff
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject: Founders Day 1999
We are currently planning for the annual Founders Day Honors Convocation during which we recognize many of the outstanding achievements of our
faculty and students. The ceremony will be held on Wednesday, April 7, 1011:50 a.m. in the Visual Arts Auditorium.
We will recognize faculty members who have demonstrated excellence in
teaching, advising, research, professional service and librarianship.
Additionally, we will recognize those members of our faculty who have
completed 20 and 30 years of service and those who are retiring this year. We
will also present special Founders Awards to a select group of students who
have demonstrated exceptional ability in a particular area of study and will
present three awards to Honors in the Major students for having written the
most outstanding theses. Graduating and recently graduated seniors who have

completed honors theses and seniors who are in the top 1 percent
academically of undergraduates with each college (minimum of 30 hours at
UCF) will also be recognized.
Classes will be canceled 10-11:50 a.m. on April 7 so that anyone who
wishes to attend can do so. I invite you to join us as we honor the academic
achievements of our colleagues and students.
To: Provost, vice presidents, chairs, deans and directors
From: William Merck, Administration and Finance
Subject: Payment of moving expenses
Moving expense payments are considered "perquisites" and can only be
made upon prior approval by the provost and/or appropriate vice president for
household effects up to a total of 15,000 pounds. Moves in excess of 15,000
pounds must be approved by the president. The approval of moving expense
requests is not automatic and is granted when it is determined that the move is
in the best interest of the university, the State University System and the state
of Florida.
The following procedures should be followed if you believe payment of
moving expenses will be required:
1. Check with the appropriate vice president regarding vice presidential
policies and availability of funds prior to advertising a position vacancy.
2. During interviews with the top candidates, assess the degree to which
payment of moving expenses will be necessary for each candidate (assess, do
not commit). It should be noted that when payment of moving expenses to an
employee is made by the university, it will be included on that employee's W-2
form as additional income.
3. When your final selection is made and it is necessary to commit to the
payment of moving expenses, contact the Purchasing Department. Yeo will be
provided with, and asked to complete, a "Request for Authority to Pay Moving
Expenses." The candidate may be asked to solicit at least one estimate of
moving expenses to assist in providing the necessary information. The purpose
of obtaining this estimate is to provide information needed to complete the
request form previously mentioned (estimated gross weight and estimated total
cost). The State University System has a master contract with several moving
companies to handle all moves of household effects. These companies provide
substantial discounts from published rates because of the high volume of
moves with the SUS. The final selection of a moving company will be made by
the Purchasing Department, unless unusual and extenuating circumstances
exist. .-'•, .....-•!-.-.--•"',

4. When you submit the completed "Request for Authority to Pay
Moving Expenses" form to Purchasing, attach a standard Purchase
Requisition form. The requisition should include detailed information
concerning the move, identification of a contact person at the origin of the
move and identification of a contact person at UCF (usually a member of
the department's hiring staff).
Please be aware of important rules concerning allowable charges for
moving expenses:
A. Storage costs of household goods normally will not be approved.
B. We are not authorized to pay for cleaning any residence in connection
with a move.
C. We are not authorized to pay for unpacking household goods.
D. Requests for approval to pay moving expenses after the move has been
made will be disapproved unless adequate justification such as an emergency
situation or unique circumstances exist.
E. Payment for insurance is not authorized beyond the normal liability of the
common carrier. If household goods are shipped by rental vehicle, the payment
of insurance costs by the state is limited to insuring the vehicle. If full-coverage
insurance is desired, the cost of any insurance beyond that noted above must
be borne by the individual being moved. In addition, it is the incoming
employee's responsibility to file claims with the moving company for any losses
incurred during a move, and the university does not assume any liability for
such losses.
Procedures for processing payment of moving expenses are contained in
Section 4209.27 of the Purchasing Handbook. Please call Jack Winstead or
Greg Robinson in the Purchasing Department at 823-2661 if you have
additional questions.

INTERSTATE 4, c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e T
34.1 percent in the face of surging
commercial business, whose claim on
total industry revenues is projected to
rise from 54.4 to 65.9 percent.
"The heart of U.S. modeling,
simulation and training technological
development lies along the 1-4 corridor
in central Florida," the report states.
And that heart will beat stronger
as firms in central Florida apply their
cutting-edge military know-how to
commercial work.
"The specialized technological
capabilities of military-oriented firms
have great potential for commercial

PAGE 2

applications and give militaryfocused companies an advantage in
the industry's changing
marketplace," says Jerry Weltsch, a
Frost & Sullivan analyst for the
defense and aerospace industries.
Frost & Sullivan's forecast for the
U.S. modeling, simulation and
training industry also is upbeat. An
annual compound growth rate of 7.4
percent is anticipated, raising the
volume of business from $3.3 billion
in 1997 to $5.08 billion in 2003.
Besides healthy industry growth
led by the commercial sector, the

report pinpoints a variety of other
trends. For example, it predicts
mergers among companies now
engaged in modeling, simulation and
training, just as have occurred at the
prime contractor level in the defense
industry as a whole. On the
technology front, report authors
anticipate, among other things,
further standardization of simulation
protocols, which would enable many
more and different simulators to
work together in a network. As the
industry grows, the report says
certain backgrounds and skills will be

in high demand, such as experience in
real-time 3-D modeling and
simulation, software programming,
instructional system development
and human factors engineering.
The report, funded by the Florida
1-4 High Tech Corridor Council,
recommends that UCF and USF
continue to build research alliances
with industry participants and match
educational training to more than a
dozen military and commercial
market segments the report identified
as most promising.
— Dean McFall
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Computer science director:
UCF can have top 25 program
Old campus building
given new name
One of the oldest buildings on campus will
have a name change this spring. The Health and
Physics Building will soon become the
Mathematics and Physics Building — "MAP" for
short. With the College of Health and Public
Affairs planning to move out of HPB this spring
and into a new building of its own, the word
"health" would be misleading on the building,
school officials say. The Mathematics Department
will move into HPB this summer, joining the
Physics Department. A very small amount of
space will still be used by the Colleges of Health
and Public Affairs and Engineering.

Foreign students
find home at UCF

Call it the School of Computer Science's
coming-of-age party. Friends and admirers
gathered at a President's Focus on Excellence
Breakfast in downtown Orlando earlier this month
to get reacquainted with the program that last year
matured from a department to a school.
Noting that "visionary initiatives require people
of vision," College of Arts and Sciences Dean
Kathryn Seidel introduced the school's new chair,
Erol Gelenbe, to about 200 community leaders and
educators at the Dec. 11 event. In her initial
exchanges with Gelenbe, Seidel says, she expressed
her hopes that the School of Computer Science
would one day climb from a respectable rank of
83rd in the nation into the top 50. Gelenbe's
response: "Why do you want to be in the top 50
when you could be in the top 25?"
UCF is proving that computer science is a
priority — a very large, quality program, with more
than 1,000 undergraduates majoring in computer
science, 60 full-time graduate students and more
than 5,000 students from other departments taking
elective courses. "We have thousands of students
who want to take our courses and thousands who
want to major in computer science," Gelenbe says.
The school, he adds, is on the leading edge of
research, with $3.3 million in UCF- based funding
and $1.2 million in funded research from

government and industry annually. Those dollars
are expected to more than double in the future. The
economic impact of the school on the community
each year is estimated to be $15 million, with 60
percent of graduates working in
the Orlando area, and typically
earning $150,000 a year. "We
work here, we spend here,"
Gelenbe observes.
"The 1-4 High-Tech Corridor
initiatives are very important to
our activities," adds Gelenbe,
when citing the significance of an
array of partnerships. "We want
Gelenbe
to serve ... We want to be very,
very good. We want to be excellent."
President John Hitt jokes that he hopes the
school "will be most successful with artificial
intelligence programs — for some of us, that's our
only hope."
UCF's strategic planners focused on computer
science as a fundamental building block for a great
university, Hitt adds. "It's clear, computer science is
right at the center of what's going on ... You've got
to have real strength in computer science [and]
we've got the materials to have a world-class
school."
— Susan Loden

A new study shows that more foreign students
are finding a home away from home at UCF than
at most other American colleges and universities.
Of all doctoral institutions in the country, UCF
was 18th in the number of foreign students
enrolled with $93, according to the Institute of
International Education. Numbers were based on
1997-98 data. The study's results appeared in the
Dec. 11 issue of The Chronicle of Higher Education.

Celebration brings
out best, brightest
Faculty, research staff and students are invited
to hear three Nobel Prize winners and several
other notable optical scientists and celebrate the
opening of the School of Optics/CREOL at a
discounted rate of $60. The school's Inaugural
Conference, Jan. 11 and 12 at the Student Union,
will feature the world's most lauded researchers
in the optics field. Nicolaas Bloembergen, Nobel
laureate from Harvard University, is chairing the
event. Other key presenters are Nobel laureates
Charles Townes of California, Berkeley, and
Steven Chu of Stanford. Information is available
on the Web at www.creol.ucf.edu.

Upcoming holiday
The holiday season is officially here. Next up is
Christmas on Friday, Dec. 25.

This issue
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
Dec. 18-24, Dec. 25-31 and Jan. 1-7. It is the 11th
issue of fiscal year 1998-99. The UCF Report is
published 23 times a year (every other week in
the fall and spring, and every third week in the
summer).

T h e UCF Report
The UCF Report is a publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University of Central Florida P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407) 823-2504. Publication
of announcements and official memoranda about
university policy and procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff.
David Finnerty, editor
Sheila Anderson, editonal assistant
Barbara Butterton, editonal assistant
Joanne Griggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Suzanne Ball, student assistant
Anthony Felix, student assistant
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Season's greetings
President John Hitt and first lady Martha Hitt welcome university faculty and
staff members to the Burnett House for the traditional holiday coffee, this year
held on Dec. 3. The annual event is an opportunity for the president to
personally thank UCF employees for the work they do throughout the year.
COMMENCEMENT, continued from page 1 College of Business Administration.
Elmer Kundinger of Apopka began his college
work in Michigan, only to have it delayed by World
War II, marriage and a 45-year career in the
construction industry. He enrolled at UCF in 1995
to earn a degree in liberal studies. Ellie Portugali
enrolled in fall 1996, with no college credits to
transfer, and will receive a degree in computer
science in just over two years.
In all, 721 candidates are eligible for the 8 a.m.
ceremony (commencement speaker is UCF
Foundation board member Peter Panousis, CEO for
Cirent Semiconductor), 567 for the 11:30 a.m.

ceremony (the speaker is Cynthia Sucher, a 1975
UCF graduate and director of communication for
Dynamic Healthcare Technologies, as well as
secretary of the UCF Foundation), 502 for the 3 p.m.
ceremony (Linda Chapin, former Orange County
chairman, is the speaker) and 570 for the 6:30 p.m.
ceremony (William Martin, a shareholder in the
AS&E real estate group and chair of the UCF
Foundation, is the speaker).
The new graduates will bring the total
number of degrees awarded by UCF to more
than 96,000.
— Jerry Klein

PAGE 3

1994-98:
A whole new world
The university nears end
of 20th century with bang

structure.
To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the founding
Three of the five colleges welcomed new deans:
of our university, stories have appeared in each issue
Kathryn Seidel for Arts and Sciences, Thomas Keon
of The UCF Report throughout 1998. This is the
for Business Administration, and Sandra Robinson
final installment.
ince 1994, UCF has matured into a
for Education.
metropolitan university with extensive
On the ugly side, the administration issued a
theft of $350,000 in laser and electronic equipment
community partnerships and enhanced and statement calling it "deplorable" that a student
from CREOL.
expanded facilities that
newspaper ran a paid
In the meantime, President John Hitt proved
make it all but unrecognizable 1
advertisement from a group
worthy of making very difficult decisions. He
the earliest graduates.
that challenged the horrors
disagreed with Student Government
Enrollment has exploded to
that Jews endured during
Administration leaders more than once over
nearly 30,000 and the
World War II. A graffiti
spending practices. Student fees were being used to
university has shed its
"artist" marred the campus
1 9 6 3 - 1 9 9 8 with tags that incorporated
benefit
a few Student Government leaders rather
"commuter school" image of
THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
than the student body, and after several warnings,
the old days.
the word "Zoot" (reportedly
Hitt suspended all Student Government activities
a reference to drug use), causing more than $1,000
To most people, the new look is sophisticated
for several months. In another controversial issue,
and welcoming, with added attractions that include damage. Two workers in the Education Building
despite protests, he took an unpopular stand on the
contracted and survived Legionnaires' disease,
the Student Union and two parking garages. The
side of the First Amendment and let "shock rocker"
while the county health department could find no
garages, the firsts of four planned, have added
Marilyn Manson perform in the UCF Arena as
contaminated source in the building. An
aesthetic form as well as function to a campus
scheduled.
undergraduate student assistant was charged with
coping with a building and enrollment boom. Food
grand theft and burglary in connection with the
— Susan Loden
outlets and other consumer services have
mushroomed into a virtual village on campus.
These last years have been a time of stellar
accomplishments as well as oddities and, in a few
cases, individual disgrace.
Among the high points of the semesters
between fall 1994 and summer 1998 were
recognition that the university's efforts for diversity
were paying off. UCF was listed 47th in the nation
in awarding baccalaureate degrees to minority
students, by Black Issues in Higher Education
Magazine.
The university took the tired phrase of "busting
at the seams" to a new level. To better serve
working professionals, UCF opened the Downtown
Academic Center, providing classroom space and
community services in the heart of Orlando.
Cutbacks in the military and a desperate need
for mentors for the mostly black children in poorer
sections of Orlando inspired the university to create
the Soldiers to Scholars Program, which brings
former military personnel into the lives of
disadvantaged youths as teachers and role models.
One the economic front, UCF teamed up with
the University of South Florida and high-tech
industries and enterprises to form an 1-4 High-Tech
Corridor Council in an attempt to convince
companies to set up in central Florida. Another
grand partnership was formed between the College
of Arts and Sciences, the arts community and the
city of Orlando to develop a performing arts and
education center downtown.
Engineering students and faculty moved closer
to the stars by restoring and setting up a $3 million
satellite dish antenna — a gift from NASA. The
antenna will be used to download data from an $11
million Photon communication satellite being built
at the Florida Space Institute.
UCF influence went global when Raymond
Shapek, director of the Eastern European Linkage
About 35,000 graduates have received degrees during the university's past five
Institute, helped Bulgaria design a postcommunism democratic government and social
years.

S

January 1994
Plan developed to equalize
men's and women's athletics
programs; regents give UCF
additional $10 million to
reduce a $14 million inequity
in the state system

February 1995
U.S. poet laureate Maya Angeiou
speaks to 4,800 in UCF Arena

April 1994
Move to reduce the Arboretum
from 80 acres to 10 rejected

October 1994
15-year master
construction plan
announced

June 1994
Megan Welch, a
radio/television
major, is named
Miss Florida

March 1995
Two workers in
Education Building
suffer with
Legionnaires' disease;
Education Building
determined "clean" —
no Legionnaires'
disease bacteria found

January 1995
UCF to develop projects for the
expanding Orlando Science Center;
Foundation buys $7.1 million
Research Pavilion in Research Park

August
1995
Freshman
quarterback
Daunte
Culpepper
plays first
game for
UCF

March 1996
Student
Government
Association
activities
suspended by
President John
Hitt because of
misuse of funds

June 1995
Kathryn Seidel
becomes dean for
College of Arts
and Sciences

April 1996
$250,000
Robinson
Observatory
dedicated

May 1996
Ground
broken for
$14.6 million
Communication
'Building

August 1996
Downtown
Academic
Center opens

September 1996
Women's head
basketball coach
Jerry Richardson
killed in traffic
accident; Student
Government
Association
reactivated

April 1997
Shock rocker Marilyn
Manson performs at
UCF Arena, despite
protests
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What is in stars for UCF?
With 35 years under its belt
all indications are the
university's future is bright
President John Hitt likes to joke that UCF's
official bird is the construction cvane. With new
buildings seemingly sprouting up all over campus,
the president makes a good point. Amazingly,
despite all the construction that has taken place in
recent years, the university is only 60 percent
"built." So the bulldozers and d u m p trucks won't
be going away anytime soon.
Campus construction, it seems, is the best
illustration of the university's roots melting into its
future. In its 35-year history, the university has
grown from an undeveloped patch of land on the
edge of nowhere to one of the largest universities in
the world.
With that in mind, one can only wonder what
tomorrow will bring for UCF.
Wonderful planning by first President Charles
Millican is paying off for today's planners who are
trying to figure out where to put new buildings.
Millican and his crew designed the campus to
handle the phenomenal enrollment growth it has
experienced — 1,948 in 1968 to 29,921 30 years later.
That noted, all signs are that tomorrow's UCF
will be bigger and better.
As for campus itself, even with all the construc-

tion, the university is committed to saving green
space that may ultimately include a golf course.
And eventually the central core of campus will be
very limited to cars and trucks.
However, campus will be much more crowded.
If projections hold true, enrollment will climb to
48,000 by 2010. To deal with that enormous student
body, more classes will be given over the Internet.
"[Growing enrollment] will test our ingenuity in
a variety of ways. Increased public and private
funding, for example, will be critical to our success
in managing growth consistent with a quality
education experience," Hitt notes.
In the meantime, expect more emphasis on
research and graduate programs. The Board of
Regents recently designated UCF a Research II
university, which means the university will stay on
its current course of research, doctoral programs
and expanding undergraduate and graduate
enrollment. The goal, however, is to pursue the
status of Research I, which will cap undergraduate
enrollment and bring recognition as a "national
research university."
Partnerships, a hallmark of Hitt's mission for
UCF as a metropolitan university, are the solid
foundation that enhance UCF's interest in the
community, the arts, industry, business,
government enterprises and other educational
institutions now and into the new millennium.
— Susan Loden

Faces from the past
Mary Painter Berghuis
A 1990 graduate, she represents
UCF's future as well as its history.
When in kindergarten, she was a
guest at the ground breaking for FTU
in March 1967. "I had pneumonia that
day; [but] my mother said this was a
chance of a lifetime, to meet the
governor. I remember Gov. [Claude]
Kirk was funny and was digging in
the dirt," says Berghuis, now a senior
accountant for Lockheed Martin.

in 1967, Mary Painter Berghuis (bottom right)
attended the FTU ground-breaking ceremony
with classmates. Then-Gov. Claude Kirk is
pictured behind the children.

August 1997
Thomas Keon
becomes dean for
College of
Business
Administration
May 1997
Ground broken
for $15 million
Health and
Public Affairs
Building

July 1997
Sandra Robinson
becomes dean for
College of
Education

She enrolled in UCF in 1985, and
hopes to return to earn a master's
degree. Her husband, John, a 1993
graduate, is already back working on
his MBA. "We've always supported
the college. I see our children [Alex, 5,
and Olivia, 18 months] going there."
Attending UCF has been a family
affair. Four of Berghuis' siblings are
alumni, as well as her mother, Louise
Painter, who earned her diploma at
age 60 in 1987. Yet, UCF is more than
a sentimental favorite. "It's up and
coming and a real player in state
education. The university has done
great things for me" — from the
ground up.

August 1998
Division of Development and Alumni Relations created;
UCF Bookstore doubled in size and managed by Barnes
and Noble College Bookstores; physicist William Silfvast
announces his invention that could revolutionize the
microchip; enrollment temporarily tops 30,000
January 1998
Parking Garage I opens; head
football coach Gene
McDowell resigns after a
failed attempt to cover up cell
phone service theft by some
players; Mike Kruczek
replaces McDowell as head
coach; Computer Science
Department becomes the
Computer Science School

November 1997
NASA's gift of $3 million
satellite dish antenna
arrives at Florida Space
Institute

FRIDAY, DEC. 18,1998

September 1998
Orlando hotelier
Harris Rosen pledges
$10 million to create a
School of Hospitality
July 1998
Honors
College
approved by
Board of
Regents

November 1998
UCF is designated a
Research II university
in a new Board of
Regents' plan

May 1998
Yahoo! magazine ranks UCF the nation's 26th "most wired"
university based on Internet access; Division of Enrollment
and Academic Services merges with Student Affairs to
become Student Development and Enrollment Services

1998, continued from page 1
Things were even busier on campus. Some of
those happenings, in no particular order:
• The university's second 1,300-space
parking garage put a temporary end to UCF's
parking problem.
• Fall enrollment briefly topped 30,000 before
settling at 29,821.
• The Honors Program became the Honors
College, and both CREOL and the Department
of Computer Science matured into schools.
• The Division of Enrollment and Academic
Services merged with Student Affairs to become
Student Development and Enrollment Services.
And the Division of Research and Graduate
Studies separated to enable administrators to
sharpen focus on each area.
• Communication students and faculty
moved into the new Nicholson School of
Communication Building.
• A Teaching Academy took steps to reality
as the College of Education joined the
community to design a regional education hub
emphasizing teacher training.
• President John Hitt and Martha Hitt made
the Burnett House their home.
• The revamped, expanded UCF Bookstore
reopened under Barnes and Noble management.
• Other works in progress or on the drawing
board include the Health and Public Affairs
Building and new dorms, an expansion of the
Student Union, the Jay Bergman Baseball Field,
Engineering Building II, a Recreational Services
Building and a high-tech Classroom Building.
While all this went on, UCF was designated
by the Board of Regents as a Research II
university, with focus on research, doctoral
programs and expanding undergraduate and
graduate enrollment. The goal for the next
decade is to join the University of Florida,
Florida State and South Florida as Research I
institutions with the distinction of "national
research universities."
This summer, Orlando hotelier Harris Rosen
topped his previous $2.2 million donation for
UCF scholarships to disadvantaged students
with a $10 million pledge to create a School of
Hospitality — the gift is the largest ever to UCF.
1998 was golden for some Knights and
tarnished for others. Culpepper had a Midas
touch both on and off the football field and UCF
rode his wave into a provisional (and failed)
invitation to Honolulu's Oahu Bowl. Culpepper,
predicted to be a top pick in the NFL Draft,
became the third player in NCAA history to pass
for more than 10,000 yards and rush for over
1,000 career yards, and set the NCAA record for
his 73.8 completion percentage.
On the downside, longtime head coach Gene
McDowell lost his job because of his role in a cell
phone scandal involving players on the football
team. Former assistant coach Mike Kruczek
replaced McDowell and didn't miss a beat,
leading the football team to a 9-2 record in just
its third season in Division I-A.
Athletes weren't the only ones to score in 1998.
Mid-year, most of the people who service the
buildings and grounds, Physical Plant staff,
began working the night shift. A glitch that
would have shortchanged UCF's lowest paid
workers by $200 in their annual raises was
corrected by the Board of Regents and the union
representing the workers. A new plan allowed
employees near retirement to channel retirement
funds into an optional savings or trust account.
The university community was stunned and
saddened by the slaying of retired charter
librarian June Stillman in her Oviedo home. A
scholarship was established in her memory. The
grief continued with the passing of professor
David Hernandez, a champion of faculty rights,
and Doug Mowry, who had been a father-figure
to international students as director of
International Student Services. A fund drive
began to build the $200,000 Garden of
Remembrance, a memorial to recognize eligible
UCF employees.
A yearlong UCF Report review of the 35-year
history of UCF showed how far we've come and
how fast, fateful and fabulous the trip has been.
Surely, the best is yet to be.
— Susan Loden
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Shakespeare Festival turns 10 years old
"To be or not to be" never
a question for festival as
far as founder concerned
t was insanity, but it was fun," says
English professor Stuart Omans,
recalling the early days of the
Orlando-UCF Shakespeare Festival,
which celebrates its 10th anniversary
in 1999.
After two years of drumming up local support
and funds, Omans and his crew went to New York
to audition professional actors for the festival's first
productions.
"We placed ads in the papers in New York
City," Omans says. "We were going to hold the
auditions in our hotel room. But more than 700
actors showed up and the hotel told us we would
have to leave."
Luckily, Sara Daspin, Seminole Community
College theater director and associate artistic
director for the festival, had a daughter with an
apartment across town that they could use.
"We had 150 taxicabs lined up in front of the
hotel and we rode across Manhattan in a rain storm
to the apartment," Omans says. "It took us three
days to audition everyone."
After hiring casts for two plays — "The Taming
of the Shrew," directed by Daspin, and "The
Tempest," directed by Omans — everything came
to a standstill. The festival was short $75,000. A six-

months' delay meant that the plays were scheduled
for November 1989, outdoors, in unseasonably cold
weather for Orlando. The later performances were
held in the spring as originally planned.
However, the community
turned out in large numbers for
the free performances. Though
dressed in heavy coats, hats and
gloves, people displayed great
enthusiasm for both plays.
Omans, founder and
mastermind of the festival, had
made it all possible by rallying
Omans
support from the community
after two years of organization. In 1987, he was
offered space in a downtown office, along with two
student assistants, to determine if UCF could create
a professional-level presence downtown through
the Project for the Humanities and Fine Arts.
Funding came from a number of sources, but
mainly from the Florida Endowment for the
Humanities. The project, which offered performances, seminars and workshops, brought in
professionals such as a Renaissance and early
music group and O.B. Hardison, director of the
Folger Shakespeare Library and founder of the
Shakespeare Theatre at the Folger. All performances
were presented in a variety of downtown locations.
The community response was decisive. "We had
terrific turnouts," Omans says.
A meeting with then-Mayor Bill Frederick
resulted in a commitment from the city of Orlando.
"His wife was a concert pianist, so he had interest

in the arts. He just declared, 'We'll do it,' when I
asked for his support," Omans says.
Frederick, w h o was already in negotiations
with Disney World for help in renovating the
city's parks, worked out a deal where Disney
would renovate the band shell at Lake Eola into
an amphitheater that was suitable for stage
productions. Disney's renovation included a
backstage area with dressing rooms, improved
lighting and sound, and seating for a thousand.
Next, a board was formed mostly of
entrepreneurial types from Orlando who believed
that a Shakespeare festival would benefit the city.
"To be on the board, you had to donate $1,000 and
raise $5,000," says Omans, a feat he considers
difficult and rare even today. "They were fabulous,"
he says of the board members.
The involvement of Michael Reese, technical
director, put the crowning touch to the festival. He
and his wife were able to secure costumes from the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre at Stratford on Avon at
very little cost.
"Our actors were wearing costumes worth
thousands of dollars with the names of the actors
the costumes were originally created for sewn
inside," he says. "One actor wore a costume with
Laurence Olivier's name in it."
Next year, the festival, now under the direction
of Jim Helsinger, celebrates its 10th year. But
Omans' dream lives on — though he has since
returned to his first love: teaching Shakespeare in
the classroom.
— Joanne Griggs

Winter
wonderland?
Students enjoy cool weather
and a natural environment
during a walk near the
Student Union. The first
hints of winter showed up
this week as temperatures
at UCF dropped to their
lowest of the season.

College gets $480,000 Lockheed Martin grant
UCF's College of Engineering was
one of nine universities to receive a
large grant from Lockheed Martin
Corp. The grant is part of an annual
giving to institutions that
demonstrate excellence in their
engineering and computer science
programs.
The $480,000 grant to UCF will go
toward several areas of development:
undergraduate academic and research
awards and graduate student
fellowships in engineering and
optical science, the undergraduate
bridge work study program,
undergraduate multidisciplinary
design team awards, the development
of the synthetic Environment
Learning Center and faculty awards
to develop new curriculum for the
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center, and information systems tech
subcontracts.
"This is an example of private
help teaming with a public university
to solve problems of the future that
haven't been looked at yet," says
Martin Wanielista, dean for the
College of Engineering.
The synthetic environment, a
concept conceived by the military,
involves an expanded and interactive
simulation. "This differs from a
simulation in that the environment
changes in reaction to the
participant's choices," Wanielista
says. "If you are in a driving
simulation, for instance, and you run
over a box, in the usual simulation
nothing would happen beyond that
occurrence. But in a synthetic

environment, the action would
change the environment. The box
could have been knocked into another
lane and caused another car to hit it."
The synthetic environment is
much more complex with numerous
possibilities occurring all at the same
time. "It's a lot more like real-world
situations," Wanielista says.
The bridge program includes high
school graduates working for the
summer at Lockheed Martin while
taking classes in engineering in the
fall. Trie program is a vehicle for
encouraging talented students to
enter the field. "They can continue
working with Lockheed [Martin],"
Wanielista says, "while studying at
UCF."
"We are naturally dependent upon

the quality of education in our
schools of engineering and computer
science to provide a competitive
workforce for our ongoing business
concerns," says Vance Coffman,
Lockheed Martin Corp. chair and
CEO. "We believe we can help ensure
a steady stream of potential
candidates for employment in the
high-tech industry through our
support for these institutions."
More engineering graduates from
UCF are employed by Lockheed
Martin than any other institution in
the country.
The total amount distributed will
be $3.5 million to the nine
universities. UCF will receive its
grant over a four-year period.
— Joanne Griggs
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Caught in the

Welcome
Maria Munoz — teacher's assistant, Creative School
for Children; Shirley Solis — computer systems control
specialist, Academic Computer Support; Laura Waltrip
— program coordinator, Student Activities.

Kudos
Beth Barnes, senior executive assistant to the
president, received the 1998 Women's Achievement
Award at the Women's Achievement Award Breakfast in
October. The award was for her outstanding contributions to the community in the category of education.
Paintings by art professor Walter Gaudnek are on
exhibit in Skillman, N.J., at the home of Nicolas and
Susan Procaccini. The exhibition is titled "GaudnekPicasso-Matisse, A Collaboration." It features 12 vividly
colored, improvisational oil paintings based on
immediately recognized motifs from the best-known
works of 20th century masters Picasso and Matisse.

President John Hitt
joined Florida's new Speaker of the House
John Thrasher of Orange Park and other dignitaries for a briefing on
Research Park. Thrasher was the guest of state Rep. Tom Feeney, whose district
includes UCF, for a tour of campus and Research Park last week.

A Cirent employee
admires the
artwork of UCF
faculty and
students displayed
at the Cirent
offices. Cirent is
"renting" the
works and plans to
display other
pieces in
the future.

Walter Gaudnek
Rosie Webb Joels, education professor, presented
"Literature Leads the Way to Human Dignity and Social
Awareness" at the 36th Annual Conference of the
Florida Reading Association.
Linda Rosa-Lugo, assistant communicative disorders
professor, published the article "Meeting the Critical
Shortage of Speech-Language Pathologists to Serve
the Public Schools — Collaborative Rewards" in the
October issue of Language, Speech and Hearing
Services in the Schools. She presented "Communication Needs of Deaf/Hard of Hearing Individuals in the
Workplace" to the Lucent Technologies staff in their new
training facility in Orlando. Rosa-Lugo also made a
presentation for the Council of Exceptional Education,
Division of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Learners in Washington, D.C., on "Language Differences and Language Disorders: The Challenges Facing
Speech-Language Pathologists and Educators."

Employee
of the
month
Name: Sue Tremblay
Title: Senior secretary
Department: Brevard campus Undergraduate
Admissions
Job description: Assists community college
students with their transfer to UCF, maintains
office supplies, occasionally aids in the
registration process. "It's a unique office. We all
wear many hats."
Length of Service: Five years
Background: Worked for Brevard Community
College for three and a half years
Hobbies: "I love all kinds of crafts and sewing. I
love to make Barbie Doll clothes for my
granddaughter. I also love to play the piano and
attend antique auctions."
Quote: "I love being on a joint campus. Not only
do I work with employees of UCF, but BCC as
well. I'm constantly informed of the who, what

FRIDAY, DEC. 18, 1998

The UCF Membrane Focus Group received a $60,000
contract from Hydranautics Inc. to test a new ultrafilter.
The group's principal investigators for the grant are civil
and environmental engineering professors James
Taylor and Seung Hong and molecular biology and
microbiology professor Saleh Naser.
Visiting saxophone instructor George Weremchuk can
be heard on the latest recording by Michael Tilson
Thomas and the New World Symphony, "New World
Jazz." He is featured on Milhaud's "La Creation du
Monde," Bernstein's "Prelude, Fugue and Riffs,"
Stravinsky's "Ebony Concerto" and George Antheil's "A
Jazz Symphony."

and gossip of both schools. Also, it's nice helping
students in their transition to UCF, and it's great
knowing that you're never doing the same thing
everyday — there's always something new."
In praise: "Working with Sue on a day-to-day
basis, you find that she is very conscientious and
extremely happy and eager to help the students.
Always friendly, Sue also knows just about
eveiything dealing with UCF. If anyone has a
question, they go straight to Sue." — Angela
Young, co-worker and secretary, Brevard campus,
Undergraduate Admissions
— Suzanne Ball

Gladstone Yearwood, director of African American
Studies and associate film professor, received a
$131,340 grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities to direct the summer institute Black Film
Studies: Integrating African American Film into the Arts
and Humanities Curriculum in July at UCF. Leadifjg
filmmakers and film scholars will serve as visiting^
faculty of the institute, which will select 25 participants
in a national competition for teachers at colleges and
universities.
The Pegasus Piano Trio was presented in a concert
on Nov. 6 by the Friday Musicale in Jacksonville. The
concert was held in the recently completed Friday
Musicale Building. Members of the Pegasus Piano Trio
are music professors Ayako Yonetani, violin, David
Cedel, cello, and Gary Wolf, piano.
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CALENDAR
December
18

19-Jan. 10

Art (through Dec. 31): Johann
Eyfells outdoor sculptures,
Orlando City Hall. 823-2676
Art (Library exhibits through
Dec. 31): "Paper Form: Structure
and Scripture," by Judith Segall;
"Venezuela: Its Art and Culture,"
by Alfredo Marquez; "Personal
Development," by Robert
Harman; "Force for Change:
World AIDS Campaign with
Young People," by Sharon
Douglass; "Music at UCF," by
Lee Eubank; "Handicrafts of
Vietnam," by Karen Nguyen.
823-5427

Theatre: Orlando Shakespeare
Festival's "The Compleat Works
of Wllm Shkspr" (abridged). 2450985

20
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Barry, UCF Arena, 3 p.m.

January
5
Art (through Feb. 12): Flying
Horse Edition Artists, current
works by artists who have
collaborated with UCF's in-house
art press. Curated by Ke Francis.
Lecture: Learning Institute for
Elders (LIFE) at UCF. life-ucf @
pegasus.cc.ucf.edu or 249-4778

Sports: Recreational Services'
community volleyball. 823-2408

8-9
Sports: Fellowship of Christian
Cheerleaders' National
Championship, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
(800) 825-6953

26

28
Sports: Men's basketball vs.
Ohio University, UCF Arena, 7:30
p.m.

Star gazing: Public viewing,
Robinson Observatory, free,
7:30-10:30 p.m. 823-2805

Event: Spring 1999 Career
Expo, UCF Arena, 10a.m.-3
p.m. 823-2361
For a more complete calendar,
check out the universitywide
listing on the Web (http://
www. ucf.edu/pubrel/).

30
Sports: Women's basketball vs.
Pennsylvania, UCF Arena, 7 p.m.

P

A most unusual race
The SunDay Challenge, the seventh
annual alternative energy vehicle
rally and race, will be Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 19 and 20. The 70mile race across central Florida is
from the Florida Solar Energy
Center in Cocoa to the Walt
Disney World Speedway. For
information, contact Bill Young at
(407) 638-1458 or young@fsec.ucf.edu

P

Olive Garden Classic pitched
A decade of rich tradition will be celebrated at this
year's Olive Garden Classic, Friday^
Sunday, Jan. 29-31, at Osceola County
B
Stadium in Kissimmee. The 10th
• * annual baseball classic will host UCF,
H Duke, Rice and South Alabama. The
W Olive Garden Classic has earned the
^m reputation of being one of the finest
W preseason baseball tournaments in the
country. For information, call Michelle
Freeman, 423-2476, xll7.

§

Music to your ears
The second and third concerts in the Music Department's inaugural six-concert series season of Chamber Arts
— featuring the Arman Ensemble, pianist Deniz Arman
Gelenbe and guest artists — is Thursday and Friday, Jan. 7
and 8. Gelenbe, the group's founder, and her longtime
music partners from Paris will perform in the Turn of the
Century French Festival. Both concerts are in the Rehearsal
Hall at 8 p.m. Future concerts are Feb. 27, March 11 and
March 26. Admission is free; donations are being accepted
for UCF scholarships. For information, call 823-2869.

CLASSIFIED
For Sale
Home, 2/2 in Palm Valley, 3 miles north of UCF off
Alafaya Trail. 1,056 sq. ft. (24'x44'), move-in condition,
$34,500 obo. 366-0314.
Living room set, Oriental style, queen sleeper sofa,
loveseat and 4 wood/glass tables. $600 obo. Also,
pale blue and white striped living room set, oversized
sofa, chair and ottoman. $400 obo. Mike or Cheryl,
365-8341.

Official Ballot
to Spotlight
Employee
of the Month

Miscellaneous, Coca-Cola Collectible. Early 1950s
beach cooler. Great condition. Nice collector's piece,
$125. Beautiful loveseat, made and kept very well. Taupe
and ivory stripe with beautiful floral brocade, $200.
Coffee table and end table, walnut wood w/ cane and
glass, $50 both. Medium-sized dog kennel, nearly new,
$20. Dee, 823-6505 or eves. 677-4391.
Waterbed, queen size with mattress, light brown wood
frame, bookcase headboard and heater. Excellent
condition, $125. 823-2696.
Yard sale, Friday, Saturday and Sunday (every weekend

Miscellaneous
Vacation House in Asheville, N.C. Lovely, newly
constructed 3/2 cedar home. View of mountains; 20 min.
from Biltmore House/Gardens. Tastefully furnished; 2
fireplaces. Wrap-around decking. Sleeps 6. Available by
week or month. 695-4416 or e-mail
siebert@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu

I nominate
(name)

(campus address)

to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a University Support Personnel System
employee at least two years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate on
the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted remains in the pool of
eligible candidates for one year.

Signed:
(name)
Cut ballot and return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM.
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until all gone). 1017 Sunflower Trail (off Old Chaney Hwy.
and Bunker Hill - east on Hwy. 50) 568-5588.

(campus address, phone)
(Mark envelope "confidential.")

THE UCF REPORT

